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Preface

In November 2012, Nikolai Yakovlevich Merpert, a well-known Russian archaeologist and specialist in ancient
cultures that are frequently associated with Proto-Indo-Europeans, was to turn 90. His birthday was to be cele-
brated not only by his immediate colleagues, but by comparative Indo-European linguists — the “archaeologists of
language” — as well. Vyacheslav Vsevolodovich Ivanov, member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Professor at
the University of California, Los Angeles, and head of the Institute of World Culture at Lomonosov Moscow State
University, took up the initiative in forming the Organizing Committee of an interdisciplinary round table, whose
chief target would be to re-evaluate the location of the Indo-European homeland in space and time. It is well
known that this problem has acquired an additional dimension in recent decades: the results of archaeological ex-
cavations and linguistic reconstruction can now be checked against the data of genetic analysis. Unfortunately, this
new approach failed to provide an automatic solution to the long-standing problem of the Indo-European home-
land, and in some respects, as it turned out, has only further complicated matters. The accumulated material re-
quires interdisciplinary discussion and some sort of common strategy, or at least a common metalanguage. Such
was the main goal of what had originally been planned as an honorary Round Table “Indo-European Homeland
and Migrations: Linguistics, Archeology and DNA”.

Nikolai Yakovlevich unexpectedly passed away on January 29, 2012, at which point his honorary Round Table
has become a memorial session. It has been decided that the participants would convene at the Russian State Uni-
versity for the Humanities under the patronage of the Centre for Comparative Linguistics. We would like to ex-
press our gratitude to Efim losifovich Pivovar, President of the University, for his support of our initiative, and for
his assistance in providing accommodation, organizing meals and coffee-breaks for the participants of the round
table, supplying technical equipment, and many other small details that greatly facilitated the organization of this
event. It should also be mentioned that our Round Table was organized in conjunction with another memorial
gathering “Archaeological Investigations in North Mesopotamia and North Caucasus Steppe Regions”, which was
held at the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences and focused on the archaeology of north-
ern Mesopotamia and Northern Caucasus, the main areas of N. Y. Merpert’s academic activity.

The Round Table “Indo-European Homeland and Migrations: Linguistics, Archeology and DNA” generated
animated discussions, some of which continued long beyond the official schedule. Moderating this event was a
challenging task. However, it all shows that the search for common ground in the debate on the Indo-European
homeland was a timely enterprise. While the format of the Journal of Language Relationship makes it impossible
to publish all the contributions to the Round Table, we hope that the papers included in this volume are illustrative
of the panoply of opinions on the time and place associated with the Proto-Indo-European community, and that
the participants of the debate have made one more step in the direction of understanding each other’s views.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee,
T. A. Mikhailova & I. S. Yakubovich

IIpeaucaosue

B HO:A6pe 2012 roga Hukosaio SIkosiesnay MepriepTy, M3BeCTHOMY OTE€UECTBEHHOMY apXeOJIOTy M CIeIVaiCTy
10 KyJIbTypaM, 4acTO IIPUIMCHIBAEMBIM JPEeBHUM MHZOeBpoIleiillaM, JOJKHO ObLI0 ucroaxutbest 90 jer. Ot-
I1pa3/HOBaTh eTo I00MIeli TOTOBMJIMCH He TOJIBKO ero HerocpeICTBeHHbIe KOJLJIeTy, HO U UcTopuku JpeBHero Mmupa
U «apXeOJIOTU SI3bIKa» — JIMHIBUCTBI, 3aHMMAIOLIMeCs] MHA0eBPOIIelicKOo peKoHCcTpyKuuet. [To maunnaruse aka-
pemuka PAH, npodeccopa YHusepcurera Joc-AngKeneca u gupekropa VIHCTUTyTa MUPOBON KYJIBTYPHI IIpU
MI'Y Bsuecnasa Beesosogosuya ViBaHoBa ObLI CO3/laH OPTKOMUTET CIT€IIMAIbHOTO MEXKIVCIIUIIINHAPHOTO KPYT-
JIOTO CTOJIa, IOCBAIIEHHOIO HOBOMY OCMBICJI€HMIO BO3MOZKHOMNM JIOKaIM3alluU MPapOAMHbI MH/O0eBPOIIeiles B
IpocTpaHcTBe 1 BO BpeMeHn. Kak M3BecTHoO, 3a mocjaegHme JecaTUIeTs JaHHas MpobjieMa oboratuach HOBbIM
MIO/IXOJIOM K ee pellleHMIO: JaHHbIe apXeOJOTUH M JTMHIBUCTIYECKON PeKOHCTPYKIIUI MOT/IM OBITh COITOCTaB/IeHBI C
MarepuajaMy TeHeTH4eckoro aHannusa. Ho, yBbl, kak oKa3a/och, HOBBINM IIO/IXOJ He IIPpUBeJ] K aBTOMaTUYeCKOMY
peleHnio pooIeMbl MH0eBPOIIeiiCKON ITPapOANHEL, a CKOpee BLIABIII JOIOTHNUTeIbHbIe CJIOKHOCTH, CBsI3aHHbIe

xi



Preface / ITpeauciosue

¢ ee pemenneM. HakorieHHbII MaTepuas TpeOyeT KOIeKTUBHOIO OOCY>K/ieHNs M IIOIBITKM BBIpaboTaTh KaKylo-
TO OOIIYIO CTpaTeTuIo, MAM XOTs OBl OOIIMII MeTas3hK. VIMEHHO TaKOBOI Obla OCHOBHAS 1e/b, Pajyl KOTOPOM U
OBLIT OpraHM30BaH IIPUYPOYEHHBIN K I00MJIeITHOM JaTe KpyT/Ibii cton «[IpobieMa mpaposuHbI MHIOEBPOIIeiIes».

29 auBapsa 2012 roga Huxonas SIkosnesnda He crano. Ho HaydHBIX IIIaHOB ®TO He M3MeHMIO0. Kpyr/biii cron
namsatu H. SI. Mepniepra 6b110 penteHo nposectu 8 PITY nog srugoit Lentpa Kommapartusucruku. Obpariennue
K pextopy PITY E. . [InBoBapy ¢ mpocs60ii 0 cOJelICTBII B OpTaHM3alyy KOH(pepeHIIUN BCTPETIIIO TIOJIHOE I10-
HUMaHMe, 1 ceifdac MblI I10JIb3yeMcsl cJIydaeM BRIpasuTh OJarofapHocTh agMuHucrpauuu PITY 3a momoms B pac-
CeJIeHUM MHOCTPaHHBIX YJaCTHMKOB KOH(epeHITNH, OpraHu3auio obeJ 0B, YaenuTuii, obecreuyeHne ayjiuTopun
TeXHIYEeCKMMU CpeiCTBaMIM M MHOTOE JIPYTroe, YTO OOBIYHO KasKeTCsl IPaKTUYeCcKy He3aMeTHBIM, HO JIOXKUTCS TSIK-
KM OpeMeHeM Ha TIeun opraHmsatopos. CirefyeT TakKe YIIOMAHYTH, UTO HAI KPYIJIBI CTOJI ObLI CKOOPJMHM-
POBaH ¢ IpyTruMM IaMATHBIM MepoIpusATHeM — 3acefaHueM «Apxeosorndeckue ucciaegosanus CepepHoir Meco-
noramuu u CepepHoro Kaskaza», mposogusiumcst B Vincruryre apxeosiornu PAH 1 mocpsIeHHBIM apXeoJ10Tu-
4ecKuM TeMaM, pa3BuUTie KOTOphIX B Poccum 66110 TecHo cBsizaHo ¢ uMmeHeM H. 1. Mepnepra.

Kpyrasii crosn mpoxo i 6ypHO, JUCKyCCUM 3aTATMBA/INCD, BECTU 3aceflaHue MHOTa ObLIo TpyAHO. Bee 91O MO-
KasbIBaeT, OJHAKO, YTO 3ajada OOCYK/eHMs MHJOeBPOIeNicKOll papoAuHLl Oblla BechMa CBOeBpeMeHHO. XOTs
¢dopmar xypHasza «Borpocsl A3BIKOBOIO POJCTBa» He ITO3BOJIMJI HaM OITyOJIMKOBaTh BCe JIOKIalbl, IpeJCcTaBIeH-
HBIe Ha KPYIJIOM CTOJIe, MBI HajleeMcsl, COOOIIIe s, BKIIOYeHHbIe B HaCTOSIINII HOMepP, XOPOIIO MJLIIOCTPUPYIOT
pas3bpoc MHEHMI IO BOIIPOCY O MecTe I BpeMeH! CyIIleCTBOBaHN: ITParH/[0eBPOIIeIICKOTO A3BIKOBOTO COOOIeCTBa.
Taxsxe xoTes10ch OBl BHIPA3UTh HaJeXKy, YTO YYaCTHUKM JMCKYCCUM CMOTJIU YCABIIIATD APYT ApyTa.

Ot oprkoMuTeTa KpyIJIOro CToa:
T. A. Muxaiirosa u V. C. Sxybosuy
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